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 In the history of the United States, it was common for presidential candidates to be 

elected after earning the title of becoming a “war hero”.  Ulysses S. Grant was the epitome of 

this philosophy after he contributed his time toward aiding the American military, and thereafter 

won the election of 1868. He would become the youngest president, up to that point, at age 

46.  Prior to the Mexican-American and Civil Wars, where he gained most of his support, Grant 

began his military career at the United States Military Academy at West Point, in 1839.  His 

education was reflected in his war strategies that earned him multiple victories. During his eight 

years in office, Grant took vacation time in Long Branch, NJ,  to escape the political problems 

confronting him in Washington D.C.  

 Part of the reason why Grant was chosen as the Republican candidate in 1868, was 

because of his national status as a war hero. He fought in the Mexican American War in 1846-

1848, and then continued to work closely with Abraham Lincoln to develop a plan for the 

Union’s victory in the Civil War several years later. The Civil War is where he gained publicity 

because of his victory at the battle of Vicksburg in 1863. Grant won the title of the General of the 

Army two years later and he accepted the surrender of Robert E. Lee at Appomattox, Virginia, 

which ended the war.  

Lincoln’s assassination gave Andrew Johnson the president’s seat, and at the end of his 

complicated term, Grant was chosen by the Republicans to represent their political party. 

Because of Johnson’s impeachment, Grant’s term primarily concentrated on Reconstruction.  



The Civil War left the country divided and Grant was forced to pick up the pieces. While his 

intentions were clear toward repairing the United States, he was involved in several scandals. 

 Every summer, Grant took his family to Long Branch and stayed at the beach house that 

he owned.  His wife, Julia Grant, noted Grant’s sudden uplift upon arrival, and how relaxed the 

President seemed while staying on the beach.  But while back in Washington D.C., Grant was 

facing accusations of involvement with political corruption. Four incidents were documented 

where Grant was either directly involved, or his cabinet was associated.  Grant’s administration 

was known for corruption including involvement in one of the biggest scandals during the 

Reconstruction Era.  The Credit Mobilier Scandal involved one of the most rapidly growing 

industries during this time period. As the Railroad industry was in the process of building a 

transcontinental railroad, the government was overpaying the corporations responsible for 

construction. The Vice President and several congressmen were found guilty of  being aware that 

the deals were taking place.  The stopped the investigation when stock in the companies were 

distributed to the men. Grant was known to take refuge from these scandals on the shores of 

Long Branch, New Jersey.  

 “Nation’s summer capital” was the term that the president’s wife used to describe Long 

Branch because of the extended work hours that he spent along the shore. Grant and his family 

resided in a large cottage that no longer exists today.  It is being remembered through the 

museum that was created in 1955, and is currently under-going renovations. After his presidency, 

when he returned for vacation, he started attending services at the Church.  It still stands, and is 

famous for six of the seven presidents that visited Long Branch and attended the services. 

 Grant discovered some of the biggest news of his life in Long Branch. After feeling a 

throat pain, it was later diagnosed as cancer, and was the cause of his death in 1885.  Although 



mostly associated with his hometown in Missouri, a diary entries of Julia Grant’s says, the 

family thoroughly enjoyed their time spent on the Jersey Shore.  Grant established the city of 

Long Branch as the ‘’nation’s capital’ in the summer because of his extended stays. Long Branch 

should recognize his, as well as the six other presidents by renovating the church they all 

attended, in order to preserve the historic importance of the town.  
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