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     “If you want to make enemies,” Woodrow Wilson once said, “try to change something.” And 

although he did make many enemies in the process, President Wilson changed the face of 

America by creating a legacy that, today, is still immutable. Born on December 28, 1856 in 

Staunton, Virginia, to Janet Woodrow and Joseph Wilson, Woodrow Wilson became the twenty-

eighth president of the United States. He married in December 1915 to Edith Bolling Galt. 

Wilson was the son of a Presbyterian preacher who supported the Confederate cause and was the 

first Southern born president, after being raised in Georgia and South Carolina, to be elected 

after the Civil War. 

     After being mostly educated by his father in his early childhood years, Wilson studied at 

Princeton, the University of Virginia and John Hopkins University in which he received a degree 

in political science. In 1890, he became a professor at Princeton teaching politics which had been 

his life-long dream; and he did a prestigious job at it. He was always looked up to due to his 

compassionate manner and utilitarian ideals. In 1910, Wilson became the governor of New 

Jersey and started his climb up to being a single-minded reformer. He then went on to win the 

Democratic Presidency of 1912, and continued his legacy in 1916, as a Progressive activist,  by 

running again and winning. Among his steps toward reform, Wilson supported the Women’s 

Suffrage Movement and endorsed the women’s rights to vote, ratified in 1920 with the 19
th

 



amendment. He also sided with farmers, small businesses and labor unions under his “New 

Freedom” platform leading him to pass laws such as the Underwood-Simmons Act, the Federal 

Reserve Act and the Clayton Anti-Trust Act. These laws favored the majority as opposed to big-

shot industrialists, and allowed for tariff reductions, accessible loans and anti-trust legislations. 

Not only did Wilson have to deal with a rapidly changing and monopolistic industrial world, but 

it was up to him to determine the role America would play during World War I. Even though 

Wilson proclaimed neutrality for the country, it was made pretty obvious which side we were on- 

and it was not Germany’s. In his second term as president, Wilson ran on the slogan “He kept us 

out of war” referring to the conflict with Germany in World War I.  

     But in 1917, Wilson declared war on Germany and it became known as the war fought for 

democracy. In 1918, while the war was still going on, he devised a system known as his Fourteen 

Points to motivate America’s allies; to keep Russia in the war; and to end colonialism by Europe.  

These fourteen points included self-determination for minority groups, a League of Nations, 

freedom on the seas, removal of economic barriers, and an end to secret treaties. He created the 

Espionage and Sedition Act which prohibited opposition to the military draft and disloyal 

remarks to one’s country. When Wilson campaigned for the League of Nations across America, 

he became extremely sick and suffered a second serious stroke.   After leaving office, Wilson 

moved to Washington D.C. and in 1924 on February 3, he died. 

     Because of all the social, financial and political justice he brought to America, president 

Woodrow Wilson’s name is honored today in many places across America. Named after him are 

many schools and programs such as Wilson College at Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson 

High School, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and the Woodrow Wilson 

School of Public and International Affairs. Wilson has local connections as well. The 



administrative center at a private university called Monmouth University, once served as his 

private beach house during the summer of 1916. It was leased to Wilson by Joseph B. Greenhut 

who had sold it to Hubert Templeton two years later. This beach house was used by Wilson to 

start his fight for re-election. The Shadow Lawn Mansion also consisted of porches which he 

used as his platform to perform speeches for the public. Prior to being named Wilson Hall, this 

building was called Shadow Lawn and it was declared a National Historic Landmark during the 

late 1900’s. 
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