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                                                           Seven President’s Essay 

 

Ulysses S. Grant was born on April 27,1822 in Point Pleasant, Ohio, and studied at West 

Point Military Academy in New York. As an experienced soldier, it allowed Grant to play a very 

important role in the Civil War. His many victories included the Battle of Fort Donelson, Battle 

of Shiloh, and the Battle of Vicksburg. Following the Civil War, Ulysses S. Grant established 

himself as a prominent figure in American society due to his numerous victories against the 

Confederate forces. 

In 1868 he was elected President of the United States of America. Grant was a famous 

war hero, who connected with the American public on a personal level. After working closely 

with Abraham Lincoln before the era of Reconstruction, Grant continued to follow many of 

Lincoln’s Republican ideals. During his presidency, Grant pushed for the better treatment of 

African Americans and supported the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad.  

 Grant married Julia Grant in 1848 and embarked on a long and successful marriage in 

which she often accompanied him on his journeys across the country.  Together they had four 

children. It was Julia Grant who inspired Ulysses S. Grant to vacation in Long Branch, New 

Jersey. During the eighteenth century, Long Branch was known as the “Hollywood of the East”; 

where many famous celebrities and politicians vacationed during the summer. When Congress 

was in recess, Ulysses S. Grant brought his family to vacation in Long Branch. The Grants 

frequently stayed at the West End Hotel, allowing them to escape the stressful life at the White 

House.  



 After many visits, Grant established himself as a prominent member of the Long Branch 

community. His residence attracted a larger population to the shore, where everyone wanted to 

see the famous family. As young child, Ulysses S. Grant became an experienced horse rider and 

would often go for horse rides down Ocean Ave. Due to his appearances at Long Branch, the 

Monmouth Park Racetrack gained immediate success. The Racetrack has a long history of U.S. 

Presidents who spent time there.   

In 1869, Grant moved his family to a beautiful cottage located in Elberon.  Long Branch quickly 

became the “popular spot” for summer vacationing due to his presence. Soon after other 

presidents such as Rutherford B. Hayes and Woodrow Wilson vacationed in Long Branch and 

became prominent figures in the Long Branch community. After his presidency, Grant continued 

vacationing in Long Branch. 

 After many failed business attempts, Grant found himself in a difficult financial situation. 

In 1884 he made another visit to Long Branch and it would be during this time that he began to 

write his famous memoir entitled, “Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant”. These memoirs 

became very popular and brought immediate success. The Grant’s cottage became a famous 

landmark in Long Branch and many people across the country came to visit the house. In 1885, 

Ulysses S. Grant’s health began to deteriorate and he was diagnosed with throat cancer. The 

same year Grant died, but his legacy still stayed in Long Branch. His war history brought him 

great respect from the country and it was during his presidency that he addressed the topic of 

American Nationalism.  

 After his death, the Grant cottage underwent remodeling, but was later demolished in 

1963. The growing success and popularity of Long Branch, New Jersey increased due to the 

Grant’s presence. It would become a tradition for many U.S. President’s to vacation here, adding 



to the great history that the town holds. If you visit the beach in Long Branch, a large monument 

describes the seven presidents and their contributions to the city of Long Branch.  

      The Church of the Presidents is the one of the last buildings that can be linked to all seven 

presidents. It was here that the presidents and their families worshipped. Many other wealthy 

families such as the Vanderbilt's and the Gould's vacationed in Long Branch and contributed to 

its popularity. Today, Long Branch still holds its place in American history.  It is important that 

we still recognize the many national figures that contributed to the success of Long Branch, New 

Jersey.  
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