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James A. Garfield, served as the twentieth president of the United States of 

America. He was also a member of the United States House of Representatives, where he 

served nine terms and was an important American that wanted to be remembered, even 

while he was on his death-bed.  Serving as President for six months, from March to 

September, Garfield’s term in office was cut short after he was shot and assassinated at 

the age of forty-nine.  After he was wounded with a bullet, he was brought to Elberon, 

New Jersey, hopefully to recuperate and heal. Unfortunately that plan did not succeed 

and he died while suffering with horrible chest pains and pneumonia.  

 James Garfield was born in Ohio and raised by his mother who was widowed 

shortly after he was born. He started off working his first job on a canal boat after several 

other jobs had rejected him. Soon he was struck ill and returned home and started back at 

school where he excelled in reading and several languages. He attended Geauga 

Academy for two years where he met his future wife and also excelled as a carpenter and 

a teacher to pay the expenses.  

 When two years had ended at school, Garfield started attending church more and 

more and became a born again Christian. He saved up enough money so he could start at 

a college called, Western Reserve Eclectic Institute, which was religious school. He 

exceeded expectations at the school in Ohio, and was soon given a job as janitor.  James 

was given the ability to pay for school with this job and later moved on to beoming a 

teacher, after he graduation. 

 Returning to his hometown, James was looked upon as a high class man and stood out 

among other residents. He married Lucretia Rudolph in 1858, the same year citizens of 

the town nominated him for the local state senate seat. He won the seat in 1859, where he 

served for two years until 1861. 

 Later that year, as states started seceding from the nation, Garfield became a 

general in the Union Army.  James continued his political life during the war when he 

was sworn into congress and became the representative of Ohio’s 19th congressional 



district. He agreed with the beliefs of the new Republican Party, of the time, and disliked 

slavery. He was completely in agreement with the idea of confiscating the lands from 

plantation owners in the South and disagreed with their policies. Garfield ended up 

building a reputation for himself as a Civil War hero. Continuously, year by year for 

eighteen years, he would get re-elected into Congress. 

 In 1880, Garfield sought the Republican spot in the election for President;  

running against former president Ulysses S. Grant and James G. Blaine.  Eventually, 

Garfield beat Winfield Hancock, winning the overall election and becoming the twentieth 

president of the United States of America. This apparently was the closest race in US 

history and if one more state had been Democratic, Garfield would have lost. After 

accepting  his place in the White House, he made sure to include some of what the other 

republican candidates wanted, since they supported him after they lost.  

 While in office, Garfield advocated for a Civil Rights movements.  He wanted 

African Americans to have an education funded through the government, so they could 

advance in society. He also was not a fan of corruption and wherever it was happening, 

called for reform right away.  In July, only four months into his term, Garfield was shot 

in the back by an attorney by the name of, Charles Guiteau.   

           Guiteau knew he would go to jail for this crime, but did it anyway because he said 

that God told him to it.  He denied shooting and injuring the president, claiming it was 

the bullets fault- instead of his. Garfield's condition took a turn for the worst when his 

fever reached an all-time high, and an infection from the bullet, that was left inside of 

him, spread. Garfield traveled to Long Branch, New Jersey after he was shot, in hopes of 

escaping the heat and mugginess of Washington D.C.  His wife had stayed here before 

during an illness.  It healed her, and so she assumed the ocean breeze would have the 

same effect on him. He stayed here for two weeks before his conditions started to worsen. 

He died on September 19, 1881 in Elberon, where a train at the Long Branch Station took 

him back to Washington.  Garfield was an important political figure to America and was 

a prime example of poverty to presidency.  
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