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Seven President's Essay 

     Woodrow Wilson was born on December 28, 1856 in Staunton, Virginia.  He would later 

become the 28th President of America in the election of 1912. Wilson led America through 

World War 1 and crafted the “Fourteen Points” to lead America to prosperity after the war. The 

last part included creating the League of Nations, which would allow for allies to be created and 

guarantee world peace. He also helped create and expand the Federal Reserve Bank as well as 

agreeing with passage of the 19th amendment, allowing women to vote. He had become a 

professor at Princeton University in 1890, and he helped develop the school into the prestigious 

status it has today. His residency in New Jersey would help him become governor, and later on 

bring him closer to the great city of Long Branch.  

     To ensure he would win in his second nomination for presidency, he campaigned at his 

“Summer White House” in Long Branch, NJ.  This house was referred to as the Shadow Lawn 

Mansion and he would give speeches leading up to his presidency in 1913. During that time, he 

was governor of New Jersey and he would call this his home due to all the time he spent here.  In 

this house Wilson and his officials from Washington planned out what he would do.  He would 

successfully be re-nominated and go on to win the election of 1916. Wilson went on to call this 

location  “our residence at the Branch.” 

The origins of the house dates back in 1903 when it was built for John McCall.  It was later sold 

when McCall committed embezzlement and theft.  JB Greenhut, a civil war hero would own the 



property and invite Wilson to stay in the mansion. He loaned it to the president in the election of 

1916.  

     After the president, moved out of this summer home, it was later owned by Hubert 

Parson and Maysie Parson. After a destructive fire, the Parson family rebuilt the mansion at a 

cost of $10.5 million dollars. The Great Depression turned this house into a private girl’s school 

and it was later incorporated as Monmouth College in 1956.  

Due to the president’s stay here, it was renamed Wilson Hall at Monmouth University.  

In 1956, Wilson Hall was entered into the National Register of Historic Places and in 1985 was 

declared a  National Historic Landmark. It has become a significant landmark in Long Branch. 

Because of national presence and its setting, the movie Anne was filmed there in 1982, and in 

1996, New Jersey Historic Trust awarded $270,000.  This enabled repairs and renovations to the 

Hall and to the Wilson Auditorium. Today, as Matthew Niewenhous says, “The family has been 

replaced with faculty, the guests swapped out for students, and the 70 plus servants are now the 

gifted crew and landscapers keep her shining today.”   

Woodrow Wilson Hall is the administrative center at Monmouth University, and also 

contains classes for students. The building today has 130 rooms on three main floors including 

rooftop and lower level rooms. The main part has 96 rooms.  Besides having his name attached 

to Monmouth University, a complex was built in 2014, The Woodrow Wilson Complex is 

located on 157 Garrett Road in Long Branch, NJ.  

Wilson died on February 3, 1924 in Washington DC at the age of 67. His legacy is 

demonstrated with support for social, peace and financial reform. Such examples of this are 

when he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1920 due to the Versailles Treaty and his ability 

to sustain world peace. Wilson has had many schools and programs named after him including 



Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs in Princeton University. There is 

also the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation. His connection in Long Branch is 

registered with his name stamped onto Monmouth University because of his splendid “Summer 

White House,” which was used for a spot of vacation and speeches as the President of America. 

 

 

Bibliography 

Hazard, Sharon. “Woodrow Wilson’s Summer White House in Long Branch, New 

Jersey.” Sharonhazardauthor.com. 10 July, 2011. Web. 21 February 

2016.  http://www.sharonhazardauthor.com/2011/07/woodrow-wilsons-summer-white-house-in-

long-branch-new/ 

Niewenhous, Matthew. “Shadow Lawn Mansion-West Long Branch, NJ.” The Gilded 

Butler. 18 March 2014. Web. 21 February 2016. https://thegildedbutler.com/2014/03/18/shadow-

lawn-mansion-west-long-branch-new-jersey/ 

“History of Wilson Hall.” Monmouth.edu. Web. 21 February 

2016.  http://www.monmouth.edu/wilson_hall/ 

“Woodrow Wilson Biography.” Biography.com. A&E Television Networks. Web. 21 

February 2016. http://www.biography.com/people/woodrow-wilson-9534272#death-and-legacy 

    

http://www.sharonhazardauthor.com/2011/07/woodrow-wilsons-summer-white-house-in-long-branch-new/
http://www.sharonhazardauthor.com/2011/07/woodrow-wilsons-summer-white-house-in-long-branch-new/
https://thegildedbutler.com/2014/03/18/shadow-lawn-mansion-west-long-branch-new-jersey/
https://thegildedbutler.com/2014/03/18/shadow-lawn-mansion-west-long-branch-new-jersey/
http://www.monmouth.edu/wilson_hall/
http://www.biography.com/people/woodrow-wilson-9534272#death-and-legacy

