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Ulysses S. Grant: A Peaceful President 

 Ulysses S. Grant, the 18th President and attendee of the Church of the  Presidents, was 

known during his time as a U.S. General who embraced death;  he was a man who did not cower 

from large numbers of casualties. However, once a man of violence, Grant became a President 

who promoted peace. Grant diminished violence in the South by attacking the Ku Klux Klan and 

protecting African Americans, while attempting to do the same in the West by working to reduce 

violence from conflicts with Native Americans. 

 Grant fought for peace in the South by prosecuting the KKK.  In response to the growing 

Klan causeing violence in the South, Grant signed the Ku Klux Klan Act, which was used to 

“counter the rise of terrorist activity in the South” (Waugh 1).   He went further when “he 

instituted martial law in nine counties in South Carolina and used federal troops to restore law 

and order in those areas.” (Waugh 1)  to respond to the increasing violence against African 

Americans. In both cases Grant worked to stop violence, sending federal troops and signing off 

on a law to prevent terrorism. Grant in not remembered for his violence prevention, especially in 

the South, yet the South was a site of Grant working towards peace, instead of the violence he is 

often remembered for. 

 Grant’s attempts at peace were not solely limited to the South; he also worked towards 

peaceful solutions with Native Americans in the West.  Grant instituted the Peace Policy “hoping 

to end corruption on the reservations” and “ Military interference was forbidden on the 



reservation unless they requested it.”  (“Ulysses S. Grant” 1).  Corruption was one of reasons the 

reservations of the Natives Americans were crushingly poor. This poverty stricken environment 

initiated the formation of Native American raiding parties. The Peace Policy would prove to be a 

failure, but it marked a shift in governmental policy towards Native Americans. Grant’s policy 

was now focused on improving the lives of Native Americans, even if his ideas were misguided. 

This effort to improve the lives of Native Americans was done to reduce violence; if the Natives 

had better living conditions than the likeliness of violence would go down.  Again, the Peace 

Policy failed, but the attempt at solving the problem versus the status quo of ignoring the Native 

Americans does show Grant’s push towards peace in the West. 

 Ulysses S. Grant worked towards peace in the South by limiting the Ku Klux Klan and 

violence against African Americans.  Grant worked towards peace in the West by trying to find 

way to reduce violence due to conflicts with Native Americans. Ulysses S. Grant’s actions in the 

Civil War will not be forgotten. The death in the battles he commanded were substantial, but 

Grant should not be remembered solely for these actions. One should also keep in mind Grant’s 

efforts towards peace with minority groups, goals not often worked towards by successors. Grant 

was not always successful in his efforts towards peace, yet his effort shows him as not just a man 

of violence but also of peace. No presidential legacy is simple, and Ulysses S. Grant’s legacy is 

no exception. 
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