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Woodrow Wilson became the nation's 28th president in 1913 and served until 1921. 

Dubbed one of the nation’s best presidents, Wilson was an advocate for democracy and world 

peace. Before winning the White House in the election of 1912, Wilson was a college professor 

at Princeton University. He eventually became the president of the University from 1902 until 

1910. He became the 34th Governor of New Jersey, and later ran for president. As a leading 

force in the Progressive Movement, it helped boost a successful campaign.  

Wilson started his presidency pushing for progressive reform. To lower tariffs, the 

Underwood- Simmons Act was enacted, which created a federal income tax. Following that the 

Federal Reserve was created to manage and regulate a national bank, along with the Federal 

Trade Commission which investigates unfair business practices. In the years to come Wilson 

would enact laws regarding child labor and wages. He wanted change within America, and he 

pursed that ideal. 

Across the Atlantic, in the summer of 1914, war broke out in Europe. World War I was 

ravaging Eastern Europe, and Wilson made it clear he wanted the United States to remain 

neutral. Nearly one year later, a German submarine torpedoed and sank a British ship named 

the Lusitania. Eleven hundred were killed, one hundred twenty-eight of them Americans. Wilson 

was still adamant about remaining neutral, although anymore attacks on US ships would have 

cause even more outrage. 

After a first successful term, Wilson wanted to run again. To ignite his campaign, he 

decided to return to where his political career started in New Jersey. Captain J.B Greenhunt, a 



Civil War hero and millionaire, invited Wilson and fellow politicians to his home in Long Branch 

for the summer. This Mansion, also known as Shadow Lawn, is where Wilson would do his 

political planning. This brought a steady stream of politicians and tourists to Long Branch which 

boosted its popularity. Today, the building is known as Wilson Hall on the campus of Monmouth 

University. 

Wilson used the slogan “He kept us out of the war” to gain support in his campaign. He 

barely won the presidency with a narrow electoral margin of 277-254 and only had 49% of the 

popular vote. At this point in time war was inevitable. Even though Wilson wanted the United 

States to remain neutral, another merchant ship was torpedoed by the Germans. On top of all 

that, a telegram was intercepted from Germany that was intended for Mexico. Germany wanted 

Mexico to go to war with the United States and in return gain the land that Mexico had lost to 

America. This was the final straw for Wilson. He demanded to congress that America must 

declare war on Germany. Wilson then issued  this quote stating, “The world must be made safe 

for democracy.” 

America entered the war in 1917. The war was quick and the allies won. On November 

11th 1918, Germany signed an armistice. Wilson went to Paris and helped negotiate the Treaty 

of Versailles in January of 1919.  The agreement included a charter for the League of Nations, 

an organization intended to arbitrate international disputes and prevent future wars.  

Wilson returned home to the states to advocate for the League of Nations. On his way to 

Wichita Kansas, he collapsed from mental and physical stress. Soon after he suffered a stroke 

which paralyzed him. His illness was hidden from public view and he continued his presidency. 

The League of Nations held its first meeting in January 1920 but the United States never joined. 

However, in December 1920, Wilson received the 1919 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts to 

include the Covenant of the League of Nations, in the Treaty of Versailles. 

At the same time, in January of 1920, the era of Prohibition began. The 18th amendment 

was passed which banned the manufacture, transport, and sale of alcohol. In that same year 



Women gained the right to vote with the 19th amendment. During the next election, it would be 

the first time that women in all states could vote.  

Wilson left office in March of 1921. Some historians argue that he was one of America's 

greatest presidents. After he left office, he and a partner began a law firm. Due to his failing 

health he was unable to keep it going. Wilson died soon after on February 3rd, 1924 in his home 

at the age of 67. He was later buried in the Washington National Cathedral. Although Wilson 

has passed, his impact on America is still relevant today, even in his beloved city of Long 

Branch. 
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